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MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  

The state recognized the lowest 300 schools and mandated that districts provide an extra hour of instruction.
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

To mandate that the state provide additional funding to school districts to fund the instruction and transportation of these students.

EXPLANATION:  
Date: August 19, 2014
          Submitted by:_Robin Bartleman, School Board 
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ISSUE:  

State Assessment/Accountability
PROPOSED CHANGE:  

1.
Continue implementation of Florida standards with full implementation no sooner than July 1, 2016 and preferably July 1, 2017 allowing for adequate preparation and validation of assessment. Use of student assessment data in the interim should be used solely for making sure the state’s system is valid, while fair. This includes:
a.
Making the state’s school grading system accurate and meaningful;

b.
Conducting state assessment and state-developed or sanctioned local assessment that measures progress of all students from beginning to end of the same school year and that is equitable, valid, accurate and funded;

c.
Granting school districts flexibility in implementation of salary schedules, including performance pay, that are agreed to through bargaining without micromanagement by the Legislature or state agency;

d.
Developing and funding proper and effective professional development programs for teachers and administrators; and

e.
Funding technology—infrastructure and hardware—needed by school districts to implement this system.

EXPLANATION:  
 Legislation in 2013 and 2014 did little to provide districts with adequate planning and resources for implementation. The state’s planned implementation schedule is flawed. Setting scores in November, 2015, for the prior year’s students and expecting a full year’s growth in less than 7 remaining months of instruction is irrational. A year for development, a year of field-testing and refinement and a third year for base-line data-setting are required for any successful system.
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ISSUE:  

Charter School Accountability
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Require the same accountability for student performance, assessment, class size reduction, school grading and adherence to state curricular and fiscal standards including minimum balance reserves, and facilities for both traditional public schools and charter schools/charter school systems; restrict approval of charter applications to a specific academic or space (niche) need which the local school district does not or cannot meet or if the district determines the application to be in the best interest of students.

EXPLANATION:  
 Charter schools in Chapter 1002.33, F.S., have been given greater flexibility than traditional schools in areas ranging from facilities to instruction and budget management. Further, the original intent of charter schools was to serve a specific purpose or meet a specific need that the school district cannot. Today, it’s open competition. The state needs to return to making sure any charter school meets the same expectations and requirements of traditional schools and that there are adequate standards and benchmarks in place for fiscal and instructional accountability.
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ISSUE:  

Exceptional Student Education (ESE) Guarantee Funding
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Restore the funding level for the exceptional student educational “ESE Guarantee” categorical fund to pre-recession level of $2,220.57 per student or greater. Increases in ESE enrollment has varied among exceptionalities while funding has remained stagnate. Further, the number and cost of students receiving McKay Scholarships has increased without any accurate funding justification, absent cost factors.

EXPLANATION:  
 Since 2000 when the ESE categorical fund was created, costs have risen sharply and more students are identified each year with disabilities. The ESE Guarantee needs to be adequately funded to reflect these cost increases.
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ISSUE:  


FEFP Base Allocation
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Increase the Base Student Allocation (BSA) for FY16 by at least $368.56 which will restore funding to 2007-2008 appropriated levels. Costs including dual enrollment tuition, class size reduction, implementation of Florida standards and school accountability (professional development, end-of-course exams, technology, performance salary schedule, etc.) have been either unfunded or underfunded since 2008. Further, districts have had no adjustment for cost of living and Florida remains ranked around 42nd nationally in overall K-12 funding (2012 U.S. Census).

EXPLANATION:  
Per pupil spending remains nearly $400/student lower than appropriated in 2007. Meanwhile, there are 80,000 more students in Florida’s schools. Florida had some strides in 2012 and 2013 to recover expenditures, but barely maintained status quo for FY15. The BSA figure above was developed by the state school finance officers’ association (Finance Council) and submitted to Commissioner Pam Stewart as the Department prepares its budget recommendations to the State Board. The amount only gets districts back to where they were in 2007 and does not take into account any inflationary costs  or loss of revenue that occurred from 2008 to current day.
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ISSUE:  
Full Funding of Dual Enrollment/Extra Courses


PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Repeal or fund 2013 legislation that requires school districts to pay tuition for college credit level courses for students who dually enroll at a state college or university. Restore the definition of a full-time equivalent (FTE) student at six (6) courses (periods) while providing funding for any course or period above six, such as 7th or 8th period courses including dual enrollment and virtual education.

EXPLANATION:  
The Legislature has capped funding for any course above 6 periods and has not funded the requirement for districts to pay college tuition fees for high school students dually enrolled in a state college or university. These represent unfunded mandates which are costing school districts millions of local dollars to comply. The state should restore full 7th or 8th period funding and either abolish the tuition requirement or pay it with state dollars since it is state policy.
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ISSUE:  

Local Half Mill
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Restore the .50 mill levy to the original full 2.0 mills for capital purposes, but allow use of up to .25-mills within that levy for school boards to use for specific critical operational or capital purposes, including digital technology and infrastructure, or a combination of both.

EXPLANATION:  
State funding in 2014-2015 continues to be very inadequate to meet maintenance, renovation and technology capital needs. As districts must provide digital access for all students for state assessment and digital learning (e.g., HB5101, 2014), districts must have the resources to carry out state law and policy. The half mill must be restored for these purposes and allow districts to use .25 mills for either critical operating or capital needs such as technology.
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Submitted by:__Robert Segur__________________
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ISSUE:  

Implementation Time
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Provide at least a full year’s lead time from passage of any major education legislation to give the State Board of Education and local school boards adequate rule-making and logistical implementation; for example, such legislation passed by the 2015 Legislature would be implemented July 1, 2016.

EXPLANATION:  
Current logistics have the Legislature ending the first three days in May, with up to a two month period for the Governor to take action. Therefore several months pass before FLDOE rule-making and State Board of Education adoption of such rules. Meanwhile, school has started months earlier. 

Adequate lead time is essential for district-level implementation of major legislation such as that for accountability; high school graduation, etc. 
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ISSUE:  


Internet Sales Tax
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Support legislation enabling Florida to collect state sales tax on internet purchases of goods and services that are currently taxable offline. Revenues can be used for technology requirements for digital learning, etc.

EXPLANATION:  
 This proposal requires federal action as well. Internet retail sellers have been slowly moving toward sales tax collections for the states in which their buyers live. However, in 2013, it was believed that Florida still fails to receive at least $500 million that the 6-cent sales tax would generate on such purchases. This proposal has been consistently endorsed by Florida’s retail federation as well as numerous chambers of commerce whose retail members are at a competitive disadvantage. Any new revenue would go into the state’s general revenue collections for appropriation by the Legislature. 

Date: _8/21/14_________ 
          
Submitted by:___Robert Segur__________________








          Superintendent, Board Member, or
District: __Charlotte___ 

 
                     Legislative Liaison

RETURN TO:

FLORIDA SCHOOL SERVICES, INC.

                                E-MAIL:  tomcerra@gmail.com
2015 LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS

GREATER FLORIDA CONSORTIUM OF SCHOOL BOARDS

►PLEASE RETURN BY august 29, 2014

One (1) issue or sub-issue per page

MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  


School Board Authority
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Oppose any efforts to limit or impede Constitutional duties and authority of local school boards; and give all school districts the authority to have specific statutes waived for up to three years, approvable by the Governor or State Board of Education, that are not in conflict with life-safety or other federal requirements and which can be demonstrated by the district as unnecessary, ineffective or a hindrance, or where the district can be more effective than current law in improving student performance
EXPLANATION:  
 Article IX, Section 4 gives school boards the responsibility to oversee and operate all schools within the county. As such, constitutionally elected school board members should have the authority for local decision-making which has been hampered by legislative fiat in past years. This proposal merely seeks to give school districts some degree of flexibility.
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ISSUE:  
Categorical Funding – “Lowest 300” Elementary Schools
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Create a new categorical fund source to fully fund the “low 300” extended instructional school day for the 300 elementary schools having the lowest performance in reading scores. The Legislature should make sure that funds for this program follow the students/schools. This funding should be above and beyond current Reading and Supplemental Academic Instruction (SAI) categorical funding.

EXPLANATION:  
 The Legislature failed to set aside specific dollars designated for the student or school that falls into the low reading category. No state funding was increased for this program for FY2015. To make sure the dollars follow the student in a program the Legislature has tripled in size, a separate categorical fund source should be created to ensure proper accountability.
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ISSUE:  

Local Capital Outlay Funding
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Restore the .5 mill levy that school boards had up until 2008-09 as part of the full two-mill levy for capital improvement and allow that half mill to be used for critical operational and/or capital needs, by identifying new state revenue streams for public school construction, remodeling, upkeep and maintenance, life-safety and technology, and by increasing the cap placed on the use of capital outlay tax for insurance and vehicles from $100 per FTE to $150 per FTE based on the rising costs of insurance.

EXPLANATION:  
 New state funding must be identified to replace PECO funds.  Insurance costs continue to increase and now exceed the cap placed on the use of capital outlay tax for these expenses.  Districts must have the necessary local flexibility to meet demands for school maintenance, renovation, and repairs and for the development of an information technology infrastructure to meet state mandates for online testing and the use of digital instructional materials.
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ISSUE:  

Local Capital Outlay Funding
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Restore the .5 mill levy that school boards had up until 2008-09 as part of the full two-mill levy for capital improvement and allow that half mill to be used for critical operational and/or capital needs, by identifying new state revenue streams for public school construction, remodeling, upkeep and maintenance, life-safety and technology, and by increasing the cap placed on the use of capital outlay tax for insurance and vehicles from $100 per FTE to $150 per FTE based on the rising costs of insurance.

EXPLANATION:  
 New state funding must be identified to replace PECO funds.  Insurance costs continue to increase and now exceed the cap placed on the use of capital outlay tax for these expenses.  Districts must have the necessary local flexibility to meet demands for school maintenance, renovation, and repairs and for the development of an information technology infrastructure to meet state mandates for online testing and the use of digital instructional materials.

Date: _8/20/14_________ 
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ISSUE:  

Education Accountability
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Modify the transition timeline for full implementation of the new educational accountability system until July 1, 2017 in order to provide necessary time for a) the implementation of Florida standards, b) validation and setting “cut” scores and percentages, and any subsequent adjustment after the second year test administration of the new Florida Standards Assessment (first run will not be completed until November, 2015), c) the development of a robust technology infrastructure to support online testing and digital instructional materials, and d) the valid and appropriate development/use of new state and local student assessment results for personnel evaluations, performance pay, and school grading.

EXPLANATION:  
• Teachers need time to both be trained and to fully implement Florida standards effectively.

• The new AIR assessment is not ready, is being field tested by students in Utah and won’t be administered in Florida until Spring, 2015 with scoring and passing levels set in November, 2015, a full nine weeks into the FY16 school year. Students cannot be accurately assessed until it is fully implemented and receiving a score one-fourth into the following school year is educationally meaningless.  A fair, equitable, valid, and accurate assessment system, including state and local measurements, requires at least three years which should take effect no earlier than July 1, 2017.

• Districts now have to re-tool all diagnostic assessments to match the AIR standards. This process cannot be satisfactorily completed until the state assessment has been fully validated for accuracy and reliability.

• Districts have received no fiscal and little technical support from FLDOE in the mandate to develop local End-of-Course (EOC) exams for upwards of 800 courses in the state directory; thus, more time is needed. Similarly, SB1664 requires that the student learning growth portion of the final instructional evaluation be based only on the performance of the students assigned to the classroom teacher.  This creates concerns about the school district’s ability--financially, instructionally, and operationally--to develop appropriate assessments for all courses not associated with a statewide standardized assessment for use as part of the instructional evaluation.

• It is not educationally appropriate to tie teacher/administrator pay so directly to a performance evaluation tool that is based on student learning growth when the state student assessments used to measure student learning growth are going through major changes and may not yield valid or reliable results initially.
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ISSUE:  

Full FTE Funding
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Restore funding for courses beyond a base 6-period/1.0 FTE day, including virtual education, dual enrollment and college tuition/administrative charges for dual enrollment, so that students can meet requirements for advanced study and industry certified programs without financially penalizing school districts.

EXPLANATION:  
 First, the 2013 Legislature passed legislation which requires school districts to pay the cost of tuition and other college administrative costs for students participating in dual-enrollment courses.  Dual-enrollment courses are extremely beneficial to students who are able to earn college credit while in high school and who will be better prepared to perform academically at the college level.  This cost Collier approximately $500,000 for FY14.  The Legislature should eliminate the requirement for school districts to pay these costs so school districts are not financially penalized for providing these valuable learning opportunities to students.

Second, the 2013 Legislature limited funding for all courses to 1.0 FTE, even for students taking additional courses beyond the regular school day.  When a student takes a virtual education course beyond the regular school day, Collier now loses a prorated portion of its FTE funding for that student as a result of this legislative change.  This cost Collier approximately $3,000,000 for FY14.  School districts should not be financially penalized for students that pursue and benefit from additional learning opportunities beyond the regular school day.
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ISSUE:  

“Lowest 300” Categorical Funding
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Create and fully fund a separate categorical program exclusively for the 300 low (reading) performing elementary schools requiring an extra hour of intensive reading instruction so that funding follows the identified students/schools and is not mixed with other categorical programs.

EXPLANATION:  
All schools and all districts received an increase in Supplemental Academic Instruction (SAI) funding based on student FTE regardless of which schools were identified by the state. This requirement needs to be fully funded and the dollars need to follow the students/schools. A separate categorical program will help accomplish this need.
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ISSUE:  

Opening Date for Schools
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Repeal section of s. 1001.42, F.S., which prohibits the opening date for schools being set earlier than 14 days prior to Labor Day and allow local flexibility to select an opening date for school that meets the needs of the district and community.

EXPLANATION:  
 This would provide uninterrupted first semester instruction prior to the December break without creating a significant discrepancy in the number of student days during the first and second semester of the school year, regardless of the actual date of Labor Day.  Importantly, it allows for alignment of the first semester with state college and university schedules for dual enrollment and early entry as part of the statutory inter-institutional articulation agreement.  For students, it provides cohesive learning and a true break between semesters.
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ISSUE:  
Florida’s Failing Accountability System for Public Schools

PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Amend the current Accountability requirements to:

• Insure that parents can “opt-out” of state mandated high stakes testing without penalty to their children or schools;

• Reinstate 3.5 as a passing writing score on the state writing exams; and,

• Bear all costs of district EOCs required as part of the state’s teacher evaluation and teacher performance pay requirements to be paid by the state.

EXPLANATION:  
The State’s Education Accountability System has lost credibility with the citizens of this State because of changes on top of changes each designed to make the public schools look bad.  Making the recommended changes will:

• Keep parents from having their children trapped in “failing tests;”

• Recognize that a proficient score in writing by one of the very highly qualified scorers should be sufficient to establish a passing score; and,

• Remove this huge unfunded mandate from schools.
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MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  
“Other Issues, Voucher Programs”

PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Delete the positions entirely or insert: “Repeal the unconstitutional Florida Tax Credit Program.”

EXPLANATION:  
While I think it would strengthen our other priorities to simply allow the consortium to be silent on the issue of vouchers, considering that the lawsuit is proceeding anyway, if we are to have a position, I believe that it should be fully consistent with the lawsuit.  As such, I recommend simply deleting the reference, but if not, we should at least amend the section.
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ISSUE:  
Funding

PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Retitle “Funding” as “Operations Funding”; delete the reference to 2013-2014 and update to 2014-2015; and, use the “B” word as it relates to the total increase instead of the $200 per student.

Also, consider adding a request to fully fund the cost of the “extra hour of instruction” statewide for the 300 schools (or whatever schools are mandated).

EXPLANATION:  
The Governor has already indicated that he is advocating for about a $700 million increase for public education next year, if he is re-elected.  The $200 per student in the BSA would only generate about $500 million.  Don’t leave money on the table.

The extra hour of instruction requirement was an extremely expensive and largely unexpected mandated cost.  Whatever the benefits of this focus, it is coming at the cost of issues and programs that the Legislature has not taken into account in any way.  
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ISSUE:  
Other Issues, PIP/School Buses
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Add a new “Other Issues” title called clarify PIP for School Buses.  Probably delete “Sovereign Immunity” issue.

EXPLANATION:  
A recent court ruling regarding Palm Beach Schools suggests that school buses are “commercial vehicles” for the purpose of personal injury liability calculations even though a section of law clearly states that school buses are not commercial vehicles and are not subject to PIP requirements.  While I suspect that this ruling will be overturned by future courts, district risk management staff are concerned about this new increased liability and what it means for district costs (insurance premiums, claims costs, etc.).  The Legislature could quickly re-affirm their intent that PIP does not apply to school buses.

The Sovereign Immunity issue was included last year because in the 2013 Session a select committee of the House pushed a bill to dramatically raise sovereign immunity caps.  Nothing was ever filed or moved last year.  While I believe that the position is still held by the Consortium members, we might be better served to remove the issue from our platform if it isn’t likely to come up on its own.
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ISSUE:  
Capital Outlay

PROPOSED CHANGE:    

None.  Please maintain all three bullets in the “Optional Capital Outlay Levy (2.0 Mills) Section from the 2014 Platform, but expand the title to reflect all three bullets.  “Capital Outlay Funding” would be a more representative title.

EXPLANATION:  
The current title ignores the third bullet.
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ISSUE:  
Capital Outlay

PROPOSED CHANGE:    

None.  Please maintain all three bullets in the “Optional Capital Outlay Levy (2.0 Mills) Section from the 2014 Platform, but expand the title to reflect all three bullets.  “Capital Outlay Funding” would be a more representative title.

EXPLANATION:  
The current title ignores the third bullet.
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ISSUE:  Funding (Prior Period Funding Adjustment Millage)
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Propose to modify when school districts can levy the prior period funding adjustment millage (PPFAM) to be based on the Property Appraiser estimate of the tax roll.

EXPLANATION:  
Currently, school districts can levy the PPFAM only when the local Property Appraiser has finalized all appeals and has final certified the tax roll. In some districts, this process can take up to three years starving districts from funding due. This relates to equity in funding.
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ISSUE:  Funding (Valued Adjustment Board)
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Modify the Value Adjustment Board (VAB) appeals process to include:

• the requirement that the property owner sign/approve the appeal;

• limit rescheduling of appeals to no more than one (1);

• tying the interest rate for refund to the market rate; and

• requiring the Property Appraiser to finalize the tax roll by a date certain.
EXPLANATION:  
Currently, in certain counties, the Property Appraiser takes more than one (1) year to finalize the tax roll. Statutes provide district can only access revenues based on the final valuation of the tax roll.
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ISSUE:  Funding (Base Student Allocation)
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Increase the state’s investment in K-12 education by increasing the Base Student Allocation (BSA) by at least $200 per  student, increasing total funding to the prerecession level adjusted by inflation.
EXPLANATION:  
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ISSUE:  Funding (Flexibility)
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Provide maximum flexibility with the funds appropriated.

EXPLANATION:  
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ISSUE:  Class Size
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Modify penalty for non-compliance with the constitutional class size requirement to be based on the school-wide average for all public schools.

EXPLANATION:  
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ISSUE:  Funding (School Construction)
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Provide adequate school construction funding to support new and existing facilities, technology, school maintenance, school facilities, land acquisition, and class size reduction through the establishment of long-term, stable, and recurring revenue source to fulfill the state’s educational facilities needs.
EXPLANATION:  
School construction entails more than just building more classrooms to handle enrollment growth. It includes replacing and maintaining facilities, updating older buildings, and providing classroom technology. The need for technology is particularly critical as the state now requires online testing for all students, for all courses, and districts do not have sufficient computers to accommodate this massive testing requirement.
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ISSUE:  Reforms and Unfunded Mandates
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Oppose any additional reforms and unfunded mandates.
EXPLANATION:  
The Legislature should refrain from imposing additional reforms and unfunded mandates on school districts. Annually, the Legislature requires numerous new initiatives to be implemented by school districts without a cost analysis of implementation of these new programs nor a commensurate increase in funding.
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ISSUE:  Sales Tax
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Expand the allowable use of locally voted upon sales tax to include operating expenses that maintain, renovate or repair existing school facilities and maintain, secure or upgrade school technology equipment.
EXPLANATION:  
This proposal would expand to current allowable use of a sales tax levy to maintenance expenditures currently considered to be operating.
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ISSUE:  Workforce Development

PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Maintain the current dual education delivery system that allows the local school district and the local community college to offer adult education programs.
EXPLANATION:  
Maintain the current dual education delivery system for adult education provides the community much more access to education and potential employment.
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ISSUE:  School Board Governance

PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Oppose modification of school district governance structure without input from the local school board and the residents within the county. Further, oppose singling out any district out of the 67 school districts for any governance change.
EXPLANATION:  
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ISSUE:  Funding (Parity)

PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Establish a level playing field for traditional and charter public schools.
EXPLANATION:  
Charter schools are considered part of a regular public school district, but the curriculum flexibility and different class size reduction calculations set them apart from traditional public schools and make student achievement comparisons inconclusive and unclear.

Areas that should be analyzed and provided parity include:
      - Selection of students;

      - Release of students from schools;

      - Facilities standards;

      - Class size;

      - Exemption from ad valorem tax when leasing;

      - Use of funds such as categorical instructional materials, safe schools, etc.

      - Financial transparency and ethics; and,
      - Establishment of High Performing Status
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ISSUE:  Capital Outlay
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Oppose the diversion of local optional Capital Outlay millage to charter schools, but instead should consider the expansion of sources for PECO and allocate funds for all “public” schools.
EXPLANATION:  
The Legislature has considered legislation that would require school districts to provide charter school and amount from its locally lived millage for capital outlay, most districts have issued debt against ad valorem funding to meet class size and as a result of the recession and the reduction of the allowable millage levy from 2.0 mills to 1.5 mills, funding is insufficient to meet their capital needs.
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ISSUE:  Accountability System/Assessment
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Revise the current assessment and accountability system to provide a two (2) year transition that allows for the development of a valid, reliable, and relevant new school grading model that:
• provides the inclusion of data from multiple forms of assessments as determined by at the local level;

• eliminates the practice of using student performance on a standardized test as the sole basis for student and school performance;

• authorizes alternate methods for assessing learning and achievement for special populations such as ESE and English Language Learners (ELL) students; and
• provides the Florida Standards Assessment (FSA) test, and other statewide assessments in multiple languages as allowed by federal regulations.
EXPLANATION:  
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ISSUE:  Dual Enrollment
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Provide school districts funding to cover the cost of offering Dual Enrollment coursed during 2013-2014, Miami-Dade County Public Schools spends in excess of $4.1 million serving 8,402 students. Cost included:
Fees

$   677,267

Tuition

$1,853,233
Textbooks
$1,615,743
Total

$4,146,243

This is approximately $500 more per student.

EXPLANATION:  
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ISSUE:  Funding (Public Education Capital Outlay)
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Ensure school districts receive their fair share from Public Education Capital Outlay (PECO) as the 2014 Legislature shifted general revenues to the PECO fund.
EXPLANATION:  
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ISSUE:  Teacher Evaluation

PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Due to the implementation of a new student assessment, provide a three year transition for student growth measures to become part of the teacher evaluation system, and ensure the assessment is valid, reliable, and relevant prior implementation.
EXPLANATION:  
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ISSUE:  Funding (Dual Enrollment)

PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Provide incentive funding for offering and successful completion of Dual Enrollment courses.
EXPLANATION:  
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ISSUE:  Additional Instructional Time for Lowest Performing Elementary Schools

PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Allow school districts locally to determine how to ensure that the lowest performing students receive additional instructional time. This could be achieved either by extending the school day or the school year.
EXPLANATION:  
Date: 8/29/14 
          

Submitted by: Dr. Lawrence Feldman






           Superintendent, Board Member, or
District: Miami-Dade 

 
                     
Legislative Liaison
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GREATER FLORIDA CONSORTIUM OF SCHOOL BOARDS

►PLEASE RETURN BY september 5, 2014

One (1) issue or sub-issue per page

MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  Standard Contract
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Repeal the standard requirement to use a standard charter contract.
EXPLANATION:  
Date: 8/29/14 
          

Submitted by: Dr. Lawrence Feldman






           Superintendent, Board Member, or
District: Miami-Dade 

 
                     
Legislative Liaison

RETURN TO:
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                                E-MAIL:  tomcerra@gmail.com
2015 LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS

GREATER FLORIDA CONSORTIUM OF SCHOOL BOARDS

►PLEASE RETURN BY september 5, 2014

One (1) issue or sub-issue per page

MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  Virtual Education

PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Modify Florida Statute 1011.61, related to the calculation of the full-time equivalent (FTE) student hours and provide funding for classes beyond 6 courses including virtual education.
EXPLANATION:  
The 2013 Legislature modified the definition of what is included in the 1.0 FTE to include virtual education. Therefore if a student is taking 6 classes during the day and then 2 additional virtual courses and course districts are funded for 6 periods is worth 1/8 of FTE.

Date: 8/29/14 
          

Submitted by: Dr. Lawrence Feldman






           Superintendent, Board Member, or
District: Miami-Dade 

 
                     
Legislative Liaison

RETURN TO:
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                                E-MAIL:  tomcerra@gmail.com
2015 LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS

GREATER FLORIDA CONSORTIUM OF SCHOOL BOARDS

►PLEASE RETURN BY september 5, 2014

One (1) issue or sub-issue per page

MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  Charter Schools
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Amend state statutes so that the governance of conduct for public officials applies to all operators of charter schools.
EXPLANATION:  
Date: 8/29/14 
          

Submitted by: Dr. Lawrence Feldman






           Superintendent, Board Member, or
District: Miami-Dade 

 
                     
Legislative Liaison
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                                E-MAIL:  tomcerra@gmail.com
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GREATER FLORIDA CONSORTIUM OF SCHOOL BOARDS

►PLEASE RETURN BY september 5, 2014

One (1) issue or sub-issue per page

MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  Facilities (SREF)

PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Provide local school districts the flexibility to use the Florida Building Code in lieu of the State Requirements for Educational Facilities.
EXPLANATION:  
Date: 8/29/14 
          

Submitted by: Dr. Lawrence Feldman






           Superintendent, Board Member, or
District: Miami-Dade 

 
                     
Legislative Liaison
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One (1) issue or sub-issue per page

MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  Funding (FTE)
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Eliminate the statutory provision that school districts’ Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) will be adjusted 1/6 of FTE if a student does not pass the end-of-course assessment.
EXPLANATION:  
Date: 8/29/14 
          

Submitted by: Dr. Lawrence Feldman






           Superintendent, Board Member, or
District: Miami-Dade 

 
                     
Legislative Liaison
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GREATER FLORIDA CONSORTIUM OF SCHOOL BOARDS

►PLEASE RETURN BY september 5, 2014

One (1) issue or sub-issue per page

MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  Funding.
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Eliminate wealth adjustment in FEFP.

EXPLANATION:  
This adjustment is taken from sparsity and in Monroe we lose over 3 million (our entire sparsity allocation).

THIS IS A REPEAT ISSUE. ACCEPTED LAST YEAR.

Date: _______________ 
          
Submitted by:__________________________________








          Superintendent, Board Member, or
District: Monroe 

 
                     

       Legislative Liaison
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MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  
Education Accountability
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Provide a full-three year transition to July 1, 2017 for full implementation of Florida standards and accountability, particularly on student, teacher, principal, school and school district assessment and evaluation changes. The Legislature should provide a two-year waiver in the use of Florida State Assessment results in determining student promotion, graduation or for teacher evaluation. Districts should be given flexibility in the interim to use their own means by which to judge student promotion and teacher evaluation. Further, use of state student assessment data in the interim should be used solely for making sure the state’s system is valid, reliable and fair and to create a base-line for FY18. 

EXPLANATION:  
 •
State assessment issues in serious question and doubt are the value and accuracy of school grades and the entire A-F grading system; accuracy of FCAT grading, unresolved conflicts with special education and English Language Learner assessments, lack of resources for district development of end-of-course exams, constantly changing student assessment requirements including an invalidated and still yet-to-be Florida-tested and Florida-validated AIR Florida Standards Assessment (FSA). Testing should be used for measurement, not punishment.
•
Further, districts have to stop classroom instruction using technology during state testing days in order to accommodate on-line assessment without the funding for information technology infrastructure and devices for students to do both assessment and classroom instruction at the same time.  

•
Districts also do not have the fiscal or human resources to meet the state requirement to develop end-of-course exams for the 800+ courses above and beyond the five courses—algebra, algebra II, geometry, biology and chemistry—that the state has developed.

•
The State Board of Education should empower a panel of stakeholders—especially educators and parents—who represent all of Florida to validate that all segments of the accountability system are fair, reliable, accurate and funded.

Date: __8/29/14___________ 
          
Submitted by: __Karen Brill___________________








          Superintendent, Board Member, or
District: _Palm Beach__ 
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MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  


Charter School Accountability
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Require the same accountability for student performance, assessment, class size reduction, school grading and adherence to state curricular and fiscal standards including minimum balance reserves, a $250,000 performance or similar bond at the time of application, and facilities certified for occupancy at least two weeks before opening day.
EXPLANATION:  
This includes how schools are graded, how schools are determined to fall into failing or turn-around mode, and using the same measures for charter schools that are used for regular public schools. Currently charter schools do not have to follow many of the state requirements for public schools and public school districts. If charter schools are defined and considered as public schools, an “equal” system of public education as mandated by Article IX, Section 1, Florida Constitution, should be followed. School Boards are also required constitutionally (Article IX, Section 4(b)) to operate, govern and oversee all public schools.

Second, approval of charter applications should be restricted to a specific academic or space (niche) need which the local school district does not or cannot meet or if the district determines the application to be in the best interest of students.

Third, specifically enumerate the school district oversight responsibilities and allow districts to recover actual costs from FTE allocations

Date: _8/29/14___________ 
          
Submitted by:__Karen Brill____________________








          Superintendent, Board Member, or
District: __Palm Beach__ 
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MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  

Special Education Funding (ESE Guarantee)
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Restore the funding level for the exceptional student educational “ESE Guarantee” categorical fund to pre-recession level of $2,220.57 per student or greater.

EXPLANATION:  
 Increases in ESE enrollment has varied among exceptionalities while funding has remained stagnate. Further, the number and cost of students receiving McKay Scholarships has increased without any accurate funding justification, absent cost factors.

Date: __8/29/14___________ 
          
Submitted by:__Karen Brill____________________
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MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  

Capital Outlay – Local Millage
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Restore the .5 mill levy that school boards had up until 2008-2009 as part of the full two-mill levy for capital improvement and allow that half mill to be used for critical operational and/or capital needs.

EXPLANATION:  
Districts have had to absorb school upkeep/maintenance, life-safety and repair costs ($100 million-plus annually, statewide) no longer funded by the state. Districts have needs for school replacement or additions in some areas. As locally elected constitutional officers, school boards have had and should have the authority to meet local needs and the obligation to be held accountable by local voters for the use of those resources.

Date: __8/29/14___________ 
          
Submitted by:__Karen Brill____________________








          Superintendent, Board Member, or
District: _Palm Beach__ 
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MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  State Capital Outlay Funds
PROPOSED CHANGE: Any State distribution of capital outlay funds, PECO or otherwise, should be distributed to all schools, including charter schools on a per student basis. 

EXPLANATION:   State capital outlay funds have be distributed by a disproportional formula that does not take into account the number of students in all public schools, including charter schools. This inequity needs to bee corrected. Funds should be distributed for all public school students on a per student basis.
Date: ___9/5/2014_______ 
                   Submitted by: Carol Cook and  Steve Swartzel
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ISSUE:  SCHOOL GRADES DURING THE TRANSITION PERIOD
PROPOSED CHANGE: School grades should not be calculated until at least two years of the new testing system for the FCAT has been successfully accomplished.

EXPLANATION:  At least two years of testing is needed to provide the minimum data for calculating student learning gains. It serves no useful purpose to continue issuing school grades without adequate data to support the calculation.
Date: ___9/5/2014 
          
       Submitted by: Carol Cook_and Steve Swartzel
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MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  SAFE SCHOOLS FUNDING
PROPOSED CHANGE
Increase Safe Schools Funding to provide for the actual expenditures for school resource officers and other related expenses.

EXPLANATION:  Safe Schools funding has been reduced while expenses have dramatically increased.  Increased need can be easily identified by districts.
Date: _9/5/2014______________ 
          
Submitted by: Carol Cook and Steve Swartzel
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MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  LOW 300 SCHOOLS FUNDING
PROPOSED CHANGE
The 2014 Legislature increased from 100 to 300 schools identified as needing additional reading instruction.  There was no increase in reading funding.  Also, flexibility should be provided for districts to identify the best delivery model for the mandated additional time on task. 

EXPLANATION:  Increased funding is needed for those schools identified as the low 300.  Flexibility would allow districts to use different strategies for implementation.
Date: __9/5/2014 
          
                  Submitted by: Carol Cook and Steve Swartzel







          Superintendent, Board Member, or
District: __Pinellas__________ 
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MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  SCHOOL STARTING DATE
PROPOSED CHANGE: Provide district flexibility by one week to assist districts in ensuring that the first semester may end before the Winter break.  Labor Day is not until September 7th in 2016.  

EXPLANATION:  By tying the school start date to a moving Holiday such as Labor Day causes districts problems when trying to end the first semester before the Winter break.  
Date: __9/5/2014_____________ 
          
Submitted by:_Carol Cook and Steve Swartzel_______________________________








          Superintendent, Board Member, or
District: ___Pinellas_________ 
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MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  Constitutional Authority/Governance.
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Preserve school board constitutional and home rule authority and oppose legislation that would subvert, bypass, or undermine that authority.

EXPLANATION:  
Date: _______________ 
          
Submitted by: Caroline Zucker










          Superintendent, Board Member, or
District: Sarasota 
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MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  Constitutional Authority/Governance.
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Provide local school boards the final authority to grant or reject charter school applications.

EXPLANATION:  
Date: _______________ 
          
Submitted by: Caroline Zucker










          Superintendent, Board Member, or
District: Sarasota 
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MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  Constitutional Authority/Governance.
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Modify penalty for non-compliance with the constitutional class size requirement to be based on the school-wide average for all public schools.

EXPLANATION:  
Date: _______________ 
          
Submitted by: Caroline Zucker










          Superintendent, Board Member, or
District: Sarasota 
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MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  Funding.
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Increase the state’s investment in K-12 education by increasing the Base Student Allocation(BSA) by at least $200 per student above the total potential 2013-2014 K-12 funding level.

EXPLANATION:  
Date: _______________ 
          
Submitted by: Caroline Zucker










          Superintendent, Board Member, or
District: Sarasota 
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MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  Funding.
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Restore the FTE definition to provide for six periods and fund additional instructional time for dual enrollment and virtual programs.

EXPLANATION:  
Date: _______________ 
          
Submitted by: Caroline Zucker










          Superintendent, Board Member, or
District: Sarasota 
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ISSUE:  Optional Capital Outlay Levy (2.0 Mills).
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Restore the full optional 2.0 mill levy for capital purposes and reject any further reduction and continue the flexibility to use this revenue to pay property and casualty insurance premiums; to purchase equipment to implement on-line testing; and, to purchase software required to run equipment purchased with capital funding.

EXPLANATION:  
Date: _______________ 
          
Submitted by: Caroline Zucker










          Superintendent, Board Member, or
District: Sarasota 
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MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  Optional Capital Outlay Levy (2.0 Mills).
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Oppose any mandatory diversion of Local Discretionary Capital Outlay levy revenue from traditional public schools to non-traditional public schools.

EXPLANATION:  
Date: _______________ 
          
Submitted by: Caroline Zucker










          Superintendent, Board Member, or
District: Sarasota 
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ISSUE:  

State Assessment
PROPOSED CHANGE:    (issues are linked as a package)

Florida’s accountability system needs to have all components—standards, instruction, technology, assessments and evaluations—with common characteristics: fully aligned to each other, demonstrably fair, equitable, reliable, affordable, valid, accurate, timely, rigorous, nationally comparable and funded. Until such a fully integrated system can be proven, the Legislature should extend the current deadline to at least July 1, 2017.
EXPLANATION:  
There are extensive factors that need to be considered concerning assessment, school grades, and educator evaluation in particular. They appear as an attachment and can be printed on the back of this sheet.

Date: 9/2/14 
          
               
Submitted by: Kathryn Hensley, SB Member
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Assessment

•
All student assessments must reflect the component characteristics above; testing time should be effective and efficient, but minimal in order to maintain focus on instruction;

•
In developing the Florida Standards Assessment (FSA), make sure the test is nationally normed for comparison with other states;

•
Results must be back in the hands of teachers and parents before the end of the school year in order to be useful for diagnostic and planning purposes, as well as be available to meet statutory educator evaluation timelines;

•
If the state maintains its requirement that each course in the state course-code direction must have an EOC exam, the state, not local districts, should develop EOC’s for all such courses in order to assure equity, consistency and the same level of rigor among the 67 districts;

•
State assessment should measure learning gains including a Percentage of Yearly Growth (PYG) factor as well as provide comparability across all 50 states, not just a subgroup; and

•
Assessment for Special Education (ESE) students should be fair and take into account any learning disability.

School Grades

•
The state’s “A-F” grading scale should be revised to provide a more fair spread of points between grades and provide better recognition of very low performing students who made significant gains albeit still in a low performing category;

•
2014 Legislature should be modified so that the additional bonus factors embedded in high school grading  are maintained, but those that penalize  a district are eliminated;

•
School grades must be determined and announced earlier, such as prior to end of year, as the grades are directly responsible for some educators’ evaluation as well as determination of schools to be placed in intervene status; and

•
For schools not having a grade that is state-assessed, the school should not be graded on a neighboring or district level basis.

Educator Evaluation

•
Absolutely extend the implementation deadline to July 1, 2017, as no valid data will be available until at least 2016-2017, based on current issues and likely future changes; If a district wishes to implement a performance evaluation system prior to that point, give the district/s flexibility to do so within an agreed to collectively bargaining contract;

•
Provide funding and greater assistance in educator professional development, beyond a “train the trainers” model; allow districts to maintain focus through one of the state-approved evaluation models (e.g., Marzano, Danielson, etc.);

•
Unless every vestige of “popularity contest” can be removed, do not use parent and teacher surveys for evaluating specific teachers; and

•
Percentages for teachers’ evaluations should be no more than 30% 40% student assessment and at least 60% principal’s review. Use of state VAM scores should be waived in the meantime.

2015 LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS

GREATER FLORIDA CONSORTIUM OF SCHOOL BOARDS

►PLEASE RETURN BY august 29, 2014

One (1) issue or sub-issue per page

MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  

Base Student Allocation
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Increase the Base Student Allocation (BSA) by at least $368.56/pupil, plus adjustments for inflation (CPI/urban) to get Florida back to 2007 levels and to cover the critical cost increases for changes in enrollment, price level inflation, and avoid job and program cuts that only contribute to worsening unemployment and depriving students of a high quality and effective programs, especially in targeted industries;

EXPLANATION:  
Recommendation is based on review and analysis by the Florida’s school finance officers’ Finance Council in July. It does not take into account any cost of living adjustment, but seeks to get Florida back dollar-for-dollar to the 2007 appropriations per student.
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2015 LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS

GREATER FLORIDA CONSORTIUM OF SCHOOL BOARDS

►PLEASE RETURN BY august 29, 2014

One (1) issue or sub-issue per page

MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  

Career Academy Incentive Funding
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

For career and professional academies, the Department of Education should be authorized to designate other rigorous industry certifications—such as CNA—a .2 weight, besides those industry certifications that have statewide articulation agreements.

EXPLANATION:  
 There continues to be a statewide shortage and need for certified individuals in several occupations, particularly nursing. However, the Legislature has not allowed any incentive funding for this field and such is needed in order to cover program costs.
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2015 LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS

GREATER FLORIDA CONSORTIUM OF SCHOOL BOARDS

►PLEASE RETURN BY august 29, 2014

One (1) issue or sub-issue per page

MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  


Penalty for Class Size Reduction
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Conform the penalty for failure to meet class size reduction requirements for public schools to the same requirements provided charter schools;

EXPLANATION:  
 The penalty continues to uneven as charter schools are penalized on a school-wide basis and regular public schools remain penalized on a class-by-class basis. The law should be changed to make the penalty the same for all public school schools and school-wide is the more practical.
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2015 LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS

GREATER FLORIDA CONSORTIUM OF SCHOOL BOARDS

►PLEASE RETURN BY august 29, 2014

One (1) issue or sub-issue per page

MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  


Dual enrollment Instructional Materials 
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Limit the number of changes that a college or professor can require school districts to purchase so that each text maintains a minimum of a three year cycle of use. 
EXPLANATION:  
Textbook costs for dual enrollment are considerably higher than high school textbooks due to ever changing editions and that burden continues to fall on school districts.  
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►PLEASE RETURN BY AUGUST 29, 2014

One (1) issue or sub-issue per page

MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  

Dual Enrollment Tuition
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Eliminate the requirement that school districts must pay tuition or administrative fees to community colleges for dual enrollment and give school districts the authority to limit dual enrollment courses to those not offered through other accelerated means such as AP, IB or AICE.
EXPLANATION:  
School districts statutorily are responsible for Prek-12 costs, not higher education. There is a significant Florida Constitutional and statutory question whether it is a Prek-12 school board’s obligation to pay for a student’s college tuition. Both Article IX, Section 4(b), and chapter 1001, F.S., speak to the school board as being responsible for operation of “free public schools.” There is no authorization or responsibility given for college fees.
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2015 LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS

GREATER FLORIDA CONSORTIUM OF SCHOOL BOARDS

►PLEASE RETURN BY august 29, 2014

One (1) issue or sub-issue per page

MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  

Extended School Day Funding – Intensive Reading
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Create a new categorical program for additional instruction for students in elementary schools identified as the “low 300” and provide additional funds per pupil to cover the cost of the additional schools.  

EXPLANATION:  
Funding has never followed the student or school since this mandate was created in 2012. In order to assure that it is funded and that the funding follows the students and school, a separate categorical should be created for proper accountability.
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►PLEASE RETURN BY AUGUST 29, 2014

One (1) issue or sub-issue per page

MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  

Capital Outlay Needs – ½ mill levy Restoration
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Restore the .50-mill levy by majority Board vote for critical operations or capital needs; keep the existing flexibility in use of capital millage; within that, allow .25 mills for critical operations or capital needs;
EXPLANATION:  
Resources for district capital needs have sharply shrunk in recent years. The original 2.0-millage rate has been reduced to 1.5 mills; tax rolls have declined nearly 40% from FY07 although some are very slowly inching back; while the 2014 Legislature provided some funding for school district remodeling, maintenance (upkeep) and technology, it was not nearly adequate to meet everyone’s 5-year capital plans.
Allowing district facilities to deteriorate is not good for local economic development or for student life/safety needs.

Both local and state sources need to be restored quickly. Project backlogs are growing and districts do not have the where-with-all to meet current needs.
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►PLEASE RETURN BY august 29, 2014

One (1) issue or sub-issue per page

MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  

Freeze on State Mandates
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

The Treasure Coast workgroup implores the 2015 legislature to put a moratorium on any additional mandates of any kind.
EXPLANATION:  
Districts have faced reduced state/local total potential dollars since 2008. Districts are committed, but have minimal resources to implement passage of legislative mandates including end-of-course exams, teacher accountability and performance pay, differentiated accountability, digital and virtual instruction, charter school oversight, fiscal controls and financial transparency. Districts need time to focus on current requirements without more being added.
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►PLEASE RETURN BY august 29, 2014

One (1) issue or sub-issue per page

MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  

Capital Outlay – State Funding
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Identify state financial resources to fund school maintenance and repairs, renovation, property casualty insurance and technology—both infrastructure and devices. 
EXPLANATION:  
Allowing district facilities to deteriorate is not good for either student life/safety or local economic development as businesses look to locate, relocate or expand in our neighborhoods.
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MISSION STATEMENT:  TO EFFECTIVELY AND AGGRESSIVELY ADVOCATE FOR ISSUES THAT ARE UNIQUE TO THE GFCSB DISTRICTS AND ISSUES WHICH, BY VIRTUE OF THEIR GREATER IMPACT ON GFCSB DISTRICTS THAN ON OTHER DISTRICTS, REQUIRE A STRONGER FOCUS THAN WOULD BE PROVIDED BY STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

ISSUE:  

Value of 1.0 FTE (Full-Time Equivalent) Student
PROPOSED CHANGE:    

Return the definition of a Full-time Equivalent (1.0 FTE) student to 6 periods and fund 7th or 8th period classes—classroom or virtual—proportionately in addition to the 6 periods.

EXPLANATION:  
 Until 2013, a full-time equivalent student (secondary level) was defined as one who took six periods for a value of 1.0 FTE. The 2013 Legislature, to expand private provider competition and keep virtual education educations down, cut nearly 30,000 weighted FTE from the budget and redefined a 1.0 FTE as a student taking at least six courses with no cap and no extra funding.

This action is contrary to previous legislatures that actually funded the 7th hour until budget cuts in the mid-1990’s. For true adequacy, equity and an “equal system” of public schools, funding for courses above the 6th period, especially those as part of a student’s academic requirements (I-B, AP, career academies) should be funded.
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